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University of Nymwegen. The great Technical High
School at Delft is a state institution granting degrees
in every branch of engineering and industrial tech-
nology.
This admirable educational system has a marked
effect on the quality of Dutch private and public life.
It gives a high standard of general culture and of
professional competence. The administrative work of
the senior officials of the Dutch ministries, as exem-
plified, for instance, in their reports and memoranda,
strikes everyone who comes into contact with it as
extremely well done. The Dutch newspapers before
the German invasion were suited to an educated
public. They were solid, well informed, and sober in
expression.
The Diversity of Dutch Life
Although Holland is a small country, Dutch life is
rich in variety. Influences flow in from the colonial
world and from the great neighbouring foreign nations.
There is less centralization than in England and
France, so that the provinces are less provincial. The
seat of the court, the parliament, the government
departments, and the highest law-courts is The Hague;
but Amsterdam, the greatest city, is nominally the
capital, and various activities which in many coun-
tries are concentrated in the capital are here spread
through other towns.
The diversity of Dutch life does not arise from
racial diversity. There is indeed one local linguistic
minority: the Frisians have their own language, which
though closely akin to Dutch is more closely akin to
English, and to the Dutch is a foreign language which
they cannot understand. It is spoKen by some three
hundred thousand country-people in the province of
Friesland and by a few thousands in the North Frisian
islands, which belong to Germany and Denmark.